Change in physical appearance
Evidence of sexual bullying

Vulnerability through the internet/
social media sites

Estranged from their family

In receipt of gifts from unknown
sources

Recruiting others into exploitative
situations

Mental health issues

Thoughts or attempts at suicide
or self harming

Secretive phone calls and internet use
Older boyfriend/girlfriend
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¢ Unknown vehicles dropping the
young person off

e Showing signs that they are drinking
excessively or taking drugs

e Found in the company of older men

Please note that children
without pre-existing
vulnerabilities can still be
sexually exploited so ANY
child showing the
aforementioned risk
indicators may be considered
as being involved in Child
Sexual Exploitation.
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Typical vulnerabilities in children
prior to abuse:

e | iving in a home environment that is
chaotic or dysfunctional, where their
parents are involved in crime, domestic
violence, or substance misuse

e Family history of mental health issues
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History of physical/emotional abuse
and neglect including sexual abuse,
a risk of forced marriage or honour
based violence

Recent bereavement or loss

Attending school with friends or
young people who are sexually
exploited

Learning difficulties

Unsure about their sexual orientation
or unable to disclose sexual
orientation to their families

Homeless

Lacking friends from the same
age group
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e Living in residential care
® | ow self esteem or self confidence
e Young carer

Signs and general behaviour
seen in children who are being
sexually exploited:

e Missing from home or care
e Physical injuries

e Drug/alcohol misuse

¢ Involvement in offending

e Repeatedly treated for sexually
transmitted infections, pregnancies
and terminations

¢ Absent from school
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